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The  following  resolutions  were  adopted  by  the  Library  Com¬ 
mittee  on  the  death  of  the 

HON.  JOHN  D.  HOWLAND. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Whereas,  On  the  5th  day  of  December,  1877,  it  has  pleased 
Almighty  God  in  His  wise  Providence  to  remove  by  death  the 
Hon.  John  D.  Howland;  and 

Whereas,  Mr.  Howland  was  the  prime  mover  in  the  organ¬ 
ization  of  the  Indianapolis  Library  Association,  which 
formed  the  nucleus  of  the  Public  Library  ;  and 

Whereas,  He  was  from  the  beginning  a  member  of  the 
Library  Committee  of  the  Public  Library,  and  one  of  its 
most  active,  zealous,  and  useful  members ;  therefore 

Resolved^  That  in  view  of  the  loss  sustained,  as  well  by  the 
community  at  large  as  by  the  Library,  in  the  death  of  Mr. 
Howland,  the  Library  Committee  hereby  gives  expression  to 
its  deep  sense  of  the  rare  and  varied  powers,  and  the  noble 
and  manly  qualities  of  head  and  heart  of  its  deceased  member. 

Resolved^  That,  recognizing  in  Mr.  Howland  one  eminently 
fitted  for  the  position  he  occupied  by  his  learning,  his  love  of 
literature,  his  public  spirit,  and  the  intelligent  interest  mani¬ 
fested  by  him  in  the  educational  advancement  of  the  city,  this 
committee  joins  heairtily  in  its  sympathy  with  the  community 
at  large  in  the  removal  by  death  of  its  late  eminent  associate. 

Resolved^  That  the  members  of  this  committee,  sorrowfully 
and  respectfully,  beg  leave  to  tender  their  heartfelt  sympathy 
to  the  bereaved  family  of  their  lamented  associate. 

Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  be  entered  on  the  minutes 
of  the  committee ;  and,  also,  that  a  copy  be  sent  to  the  family 
of  the  deceased,  and  that  they  be  reported  by  the  committee 
to  the  Board  of  School  Commissioners,  with  a  request  that 
they  be  entered  on  the  records  of  the  board. 

CHARLES  EVANS,  Secretary. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

LIBRARY  COMMITTEE. 


To  the  Board  of  School  Co??imissioners 

of  the  City  of  Indianapolis : 

In  addition  to  the  quarterly  report  required  by  the  rules  of  the 
Board  from  the  Library  Committee,  that  Committee  have  the  honor 
to  present  to  the  Board  an  annual  report  for  the  year  ending 
March  31,  1878,  and  covering  also  the  working  of  the  Public 
Library  since  the  last  printed  report — a  period  of  four  years  from 
April  I,  1874. 

The  report  of  Charles  Evans,  Public  Librarian,  is  presented 
herewith,  covering  the  results  of  the  period  named.  It  has  been 
thought  best  to  submit  a  full  report  for  the  past  four  years,  in 
order  that  the  Board  and  the  public  may  see  the  progress  made 
and  the  results  attained. 

The  Librarian’s  report  contains  carefully  prepared  tables,  show¬ 
ing  the  registration  of  Library  patrons,  the  circulation  and  use  of 
the  volumes  upon  the  shelves,  together  with  many  other  facts 
without  some  knowledge  of  which  the  workings  of  the  institution 
could  not  be  fully  understood. 

It  is  a  matter  of  congratulation  that  the  results  are  in  every 
way  so  favorable.  The  annual  circulation  is  surpassed  by  only 
three  public  libraries  in  the  United  States;  and  in  the  character  of 
the  books  used,  the  result  shows  that  as  high  a  standard  of  taste 
prevails  among  our  book  borrowers,  as  among  those  of  older 
cities.  It  is  believed  that  the  efforts  made  by  the  Library  man¬ 
agement  to  improve  the  taste  and  demands  of  readers  have  been 
rewarded  with  some  measure  of  success.  There  is  a  perceptible 
decrease  in  the  percentage  of  fiction  readers,  while  to  close 
observers  it  is  also  evident  that  the  higher  grades  of  fiction  are 
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proportionately  more  read  than  in  the  earlier  years  of  the  Library. 
It  is  probable,  and  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  the  experi¬ 
ment  is  worthy  of  a  trial,  that  a  carefully  prepared  list  of  the 
higher  classes  of  fiction,  and  including  poetry  and  the  drama, 
would  effect  some  change  in  the  line  of  circulation.  Readers 
could  then  more  readily  see  the  best  the  Library  contains  in  those 
departments  of  literature. 

Such  lists,  extended  to  the  several  other  classes  of  books,  such 
as  history  and  biography,  voyages  and  travels,  science  and  art, 
etc, ,  might  be  productive  of  very  good  results. 

Motives  of  economy  in  expenditures  have  deterred  the  Com¬ 
mittee  hitherto  from  entering  upon  the  preparation  and  publica¬ 
tion  of  such  lists,  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  the  experiment  may  yet 
be  tried  here. 

The  additions  made  to  the  Library  during  the  management  of 
this  Committee,  have  been  in  the  line  recognized  as  the  wisest 
under  the  circumstances  by  the  several  committees  since  the 
organization  of  the  Library — that  is,  in  the  line  of  the  present 
demands  and  necessities  of  the  people.  The  revenues  applicable 
to  the  purchase  of  books  have  not  been  such  that  the  acquisition 
of  the  more  expensive  books,  without  which  no  large  library  can 
be  considered  complete,  could  be  indulged  in  by  the  Committee. 
There  are  to  be  found,  however,  upon  the  Library  shelves,  lead¬ 
ing  works  in  every  department  of  literature.  The  student  is 
frequently  surprised  to  find  what  a  wealth  of  books  is  at  command 
here,  and  the  Library  is  coming  to  be  more  and  more  the  resort 
of  specialist  investigators.  At  almost  any  time  the  visitor  will  see 
the  student  of  mechanics,  art,  philosophy,  and  even  theology,  at 
work,  as  well  as  the  more  casual  reader  skimming  the  surface  of 
current  literature.  And  this  is  only  one  of  the  many  beneficial 
uses  of  the  Library. 

The  Committee  would  call  attention  to  the  poverty  of  the 
Library  and  Reading  Room  accommodations,  and  respectfully 
suggest  that  steps  be  taken  at  an  early  day  to  secure  a  home 
worthy  of  the  institution.  The  location  of  the  Library  is  not 
only  uncomfortable — it  is  unsafe,  and  greatly  exposed  to  risks  of 
extraordinary  loss.  There  is  not  sufficient  room  for  any  consid¬ 
erable  addition  to  the  shelves.  The  rooms  are  unfavorable  to  the 
health  of  persons  in  the  Library  service;  and,  being  exposed  to 
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the  dust  of  busy  streets,  the  books  themselves  must  suffer.  It  is 
to  be  hoped  that  something  may  be  done  soon  to  place  the 
Library  in  such  a  building  as,  in  justice  to  the  fine  collection  of 
books,  and  to  the  public  which  uses  it,  it  deserves.  In  view  of 
insufficient  accommodations  for  books,  it  has  been  thought  best 
for  the  present  to  limit  purchases  to  such  works  as  will  keep  up 
the  range  of  current  literature,  and  to  actual  necessities. 

In  the  matter  of  expenses,  the  Committee  would  call  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  Board  to  an  increase  of  Library  service  with  4 
decreased  expenditure  during  the  last  two  years — some  of  the 
reduction  in  expenditures  being  the  result  of  an  increased  effi¬ 
ciency  in  the  service  without  increase  of  pay,  and  some  of  the 
heavier  expenses  connected  with  the  establishment  of  the  Library 
not  having  to  be  again  incurred.  The  following  table  will  show 
the  cost  of  circulation  per  volume  since  the  report  for  year  ending 
March  31,  1875 : 


Table  Showing  Comparative  Cost  of  Circulatiori  per  Volume. 


Years  ending  April  i. 

Volumes 

Circulated. 

Cost  of 
Library- 
Service. 

Cost  per 
Volume  in 
Cents. 

1874-5 . 

101,838 

$3,498.84 

3.43 

1875-6 . 

119,959 

5,158.27 

4.30 

1876-7 . 

174,262 

5,090.27 

2,92 

1877-8 . 

192,076 

4,655.65 

2.42 

This  table  includes  cost  of  service  in  the  Reading-Room,  and 
in  periodical  as  well  as  in  book  use — although  the  number  of 
periodicals  used  is  not  included  in  the  figures  of  circulation.  By 
reference  to  the  Librarian’s  report,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  record 
of  periodical  use  for  the  last  two  years  is  as  follows: 

For  1876-7.  Number  of  copies,  26,147 
1877-8.  “  “  42,072 

The  cost  of  circulation  as  given  in  the  above  table,  includes 
minor  repairs,  book-covering,  cataloguing,  and  various  small 
expenses.  The  receipts  from  fines  ought  probably  be  deducted 
from  the  cost  of  circulation — in  which  event  the  cost  per  volume 
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of  circulation  would  be  somewhat  less  than  given  in  the  table. 
The  expenses  of  the  Library  service  are  believed  to  be  as  low 
in  proportion  to  the  work  done,  as  in  any  library  in  the  United 
States. 

The  total  expenditures  up  to  this  date,  including  Library  ser¬ 
vice,  but  not  including  rent  and  such  items  as  are  properly  charged 
to  the  ‘‘Special  Fund,”  amount  to  $64,392.17.  The  amount 
paid  for  Library  service  up  to  this  date  is  $21,875.26,  leaving  a 
balance  expended  on  the  Library  proper  of  $42,516.91.  Of  this 
a  considerable  sum  was  expended  upon  fitting  up  the  Library,  but 
by  far  the  greater  portion  of  that  amount  has  been  expended  in 
books.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  cost  of  circulation  constitutes  a 
large  part  of  the  entire  cost,  but,  with  the  results  already  shown, 
it  is  a  justifiable  proportion. 

The  Committee  acknowledge  the  obligations  of  the  Library  to 
the  many  donors  of  books  specifically  named  in  the  Librarian’s 
report.  It  is  greatly  to  be  hoped  that  in  the  future  the  resources 
of  the  Library  may  be  very  much  enlarged  by  the  gifts  of  our 
public  spirited  citizens.  There  are  few  ways  in  which  the  lasting 
gratitude  of  the  people  can  be  better  earned  or  secured,  than  by 
gifts  to  the  Public  Library. 

The  committee  bear  witness  to  the  faithful  labors  of  the  various 
persons  in  the  Library  service.  A  list  of  those  employed  during 
the  last  year  appears  elsewhere. 

This  report  would  be  incomplete  if  reference  were  not  made  to 
the  services  of  the  Citizens’  Advisory  Committee.  The  Board 
and  the  public,  as  well  as  the  Library  Committee,  have  profited 
by  their  aid  and  counsel,  and  the  Library  Committee  take  this 
opportunity  of  expressing  their  gratitude. 

CYRUS  C.  HINES, 

H.  S.  CAREY, 

R.  BROWNING, 

J.  J.  BINGHAM. 


Public  Library,  April  i,  1878. 


REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN. 


Public  Library,  I 
April  I,  1878.  I 

To  the  Library  Coiiwiittee : 

Gentlemen  : — I  would  respectfully  submit  to  you  the  following 
report  of  the  growth  and  working  of  the  Public  Library  for  the 
past  four  years,  (from  April  i,  1874,  to  April  i,  1878),  during 
which  time  no  annual  reports  were  issued. 

The  steady  and  continuous  growth  which  has  been  made  in  all 
departments  during  this  time,  and,  in  fact,  since  the  opening  to 
the  public  in  1873,  not  anticipated  by  even  the  most  sanguine 
friends  of  the  Library,  and  the  result  of  the  experiment — if  what 
had  already  been  found  to  be  one  of  the  wisest  of  educational 
provisions  can  be  called  an  experiment — must  be  particularly 
gratifying  to  those  of  you  who  have  so  closely  watched  its  pro¬ 
gress  from  the  beginning. 

In  five  years  the  Library  has  increased,  in  the  number  of  vol¬ 
umes,  to  more  than  three  times  its  opening  extent.  It  has  estab¬ 
lished  a  circulation,  large  at  first,  but  which  has  steadily  grown, 
as  the  statistics  I  will  present  to  you  will  show,  to  a  size  which 
ranks  it,  in  this  respect,  among  the  leading  circulating  libraries  of 
this  country.  And  this  increase  in  circulation  has  been  accompan¬ 
ied  by  a  greater  demand  for  works  which  are  usually  considered 
for  the  improvement  of  the  mind,  and  a  consequent  decrease  in 
the  demand  for  that  class  of  reading  which  is  usually  considered 
reading  merely  for  amusement.  The  past  five  years  has  seen  its 
registration  of  book-borrowers  increase  to  nearly  fifteen  thousand 
names,  until  there  are  but  few  households  in  the  city 'into  which 
the  instruction  or  entertainment  which  the  Library  affords  has  not 
entered.  On  a  number  of  days  during  the  past  winter  the  daily 
circulation  has  exceeded  a  thousand  volumes.  If  further  proof 
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of  its  popularity  with  all  classes  were  needed,  it  would  be  found 
in  the  fact  that  during  the  past  session  of  the  Legislature  of  this 
State  the  amended  bill  for  the  reduction  of  city  taxation  left  the 
Board  of  School  Commissioners  free  to  maintain  the  usual  levy 
for  Library  purposes.  The  wisdom  of  this  far-sighted  policy  ought 
to,  and  will  be,  appreciated  by  the  citizens;  and  it  will  be  an  anom¬ 
aly  in  library  history  if  this  Library  does  not  continue  to  grow 
in  the  affections  of  the  people  until  any  attempt  to  restrict  its 
growth  and  prosperity  will  be  personally  felt  by  that  large  and 
ever  increasing  class  who  draw  so*  freely  from  its  resources. 

THE  PRESENT  CONDITION  OF  THE  LIBRARY 

may  be  briefly  stated  to  be  as  follows : 


Total  number  of  volumes . 27,290 

Total  number  of  pamphlets . 2,241 


Of  these  numbers  14,560  volumes  and  158  pamphlets  were 
reported  as  belonging  to  the  Library  at  the  close  of  the  first  library 
year,  leaving  12,730  volumes  and  2,083  pamphlets  as  the  net 
increase  during  the  past  four  years — 5,547  volumes  and  277  pam¬ 
phlets  of  which  were  added  during  the  year  just  closed.  Of  the 
additions  during  the  four  years,  11,393  volumes  and  225  pam¬ 
phlets  were  purchased,  and  1,337  volumes  and  1,858  pamphlets 
received  as 


DONATIONS. 

For  detailed  information  under  this  head  I  would  refer  you  to 
the  appendix  accompanying  this  report,  and  call  your  attention 
to  the  following-named  as  especially  worthy  of  the  thanks  of  the 
Library,  either  from  the  extent  or  value  of  the  gifts  there  recorded 
against  them:  Hon.  Oliver  Perry  Morton,  Hon.  Joseph  E. 
McDonald,  Hon.  John  Coburn,  Hon.  Franklin  Landers,  Jerome 
C.  Burnett,  Dr.  Thomas  B.  Elliott,  John  A.  Finch,  Cyrus  C. 
Hines,  John  D.  Howland,  Charles  P.  Jacobs,  John  S.  Newman, 
Mrs.  Sarah  Upfold,  and  John  H.  Warder.  From  His  Honor, 
Mayor  John  Caven,  the  Library  received  the  very  valuable  gift 
of  264  volumes  of  local  newspapers.  This  collection,  extending 
over  a  number  of  years  and  embracing  nearly  every  daily  and 
weekly  newspaper  published  in  the  city,  was  collected  and  pre- 
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served  with  a  care  of  which  few  men  are  capable,  and  with  a 
persistency  which  finds  its  only  parallel  in  the  collection  of  the 
late  Mr.  Calvin  Fletcher.  Whether  from  accident  or  design  the 
gift  of  Mayor  Caven  begins  where  Mr.  Fletcher’s  ended,  thus  com¬ 
pleting  a  local  history  of  the  city  dating  from  the  first  published 
newspaper  to  the  last.  Through  Col.  William  R.  Holloway  the 
Library  becomes  the  possessor  of  the  public  documents  belonging 
to  the  library  of  the  late  Senator  Morton,  including,  in  substantial 
bindings,  all  documents  issued  by  the  government  from  1871  to 
1877.  To  the  American  Unitarian  Association  of  Boston  is  also 
due  the  special  thanks  of  the  Library  for  a  complete  set  of  the 
publications  of  the  Association,  received  through  the  kindness  of 
their  secretary,  the  Rev.  Rush  R.  Shippen. 

An  uncertain,  yet  gratifying,  increase  is  always  to  be  expected 
in  a  library  whose  future  is  secured  from  this  source,  and  the 
extent  and  value  of  the  gifts  depend  quite  as  much  upon  the  cul¬ 
ture  as  upon  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  city  or  town  in 
which  the  library  is  located.  That  the  greater  portions  of  the 
gifts  are  public  documents — books  which  the  donors  themselves 
have  freely  received — does  not  detract  anything  from  the  spirit 
which  prompted  the  gift,  nor  betoken  in  any  less  degree  their 
interest  in  the  success  of  the  institution.  The  city.  State  and 
government  documents  received  by  the  Library  from  year  to  year 
are  of  great  value  to  us  in  completing  sets,  or,  if  duplicates,  in 
furthering  the  same  end  by  means  of  exchanges  with  other  libra¬ 
ries.  That  the  documentary  literature  of  the  country  is  now  but 
,  seldom  used,  and  by  many  considered  of  little  value,  does  not,  in 
the  least,  determine  its  worth  in  the  future  or  furnish  any  criterion 
upon  which  to  base  an  estimate  of  its  importance  to  the  student 
fifty  or  an  hundred  years  hence.  The  degree  of  rarity  to  which 
•this  class  of  literature  will  attain  in  a  few  years,  is  a  matter  of 
astonishment  to  those  who  know  how  freely  it  has  been  distrib¬ 
uted;  and,  perhaps,  no  better  antidote  could  be  given  to  those 
who  are  in  the  habit  of  turning  over  to  the  not  very  tender  mer¬ 
cies  of  the  little  ones  an  illustrated  volume  of  the  Patent  Office 
Reports,  as  an  incentive  to  juvenile  mechanical  skill  in  the  art  of 
destruction,  than  to  bend  their  energies  for  a  couple  of  years 
toward  an  attempt  to  secure  an  early  volume  of  the  same.  It, 
therefore,  becomes  a  matter  of  great  importance  that  this  fleeting 
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literature  should  be  carefully  collected  and  preserved  while  it  can 
be  had. 

While  upon  this  subject  I  would  like  to  draw  your  attention, 
and  that  of  others  interested  in  the  Library,  to  the  fact  that  there 
is  no  library  in  the  State  which  approaches  to  anything  near  com¬ 
pleteness  in  the  departments  relating  to  the  history  and  literature 
of  the  State.  Neither  can  be  very  extensive,  as  the  State  is  com¬ 
paratively  young,  yet  it  is  very  desirable  that  whatever  literature 
there  is,  should  be  carefully  collected  and  preserved.  A  more 
than  average  portion  of  the  Library  fund  has  been  spent  in  fur¬ 
therance  of  this  object,  which  is  rendered  difficult  through  the 
failure  of  other  than  the  more  common  works  to  reach  any  of  the 
marts  of  trade.  I  have  thought,  with  your  permission,  of  adver¬ 
tising  for  this  class  of  literature  in  the  widely  circulated  journals 
of  the  State,  and  it  may  yet  be  for  the  interest  of  the  Library  that 
this  means  should  be  tried  when  all  the  ordinary  methods  have 
failed.  Naude,  in  his  ‘‘Advis  pour  dresser  une  bibliotheque,” 
gives  as  one  of  the  means  of  collecting  books,  and  one  which  he 
recommends,  the  following:  “This  means,”  he  says,  “consists 
in  publishing  and  making  known  to  everyone  the  love  which  one 
has  for  books,  and  the  great  desire  that  possesses  one  to  collect  a 
library,  for  this  being  made  generally  and  widely  known,  it  is  un¬ 
questionable  that  if  he  who  has  this  design,  is  in  sufficient  credit 
and  authority  to  be  of  service  to  his  friends,  there  will  be 
none  of  them  who  will  not  be  eager  to  present  to  him  the  most 
curious  books  which  fall  into  their  hands;  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  who, 
in  short,  will  not  aid  and  contribute  to  his  purpose  everything 
within  their  power.”  And,  while  not  agreeing  wholly  in  the  con¬ 
clusions  arrived  at  by  M.  Naude,  it  may  be  that  such  publicity  as 
this  desire  of  the  managers  of  the  Library  may  receive  through 
this  report  will  not  be  without  some  good  result.  With  anyone . 
owning  either  books  or  pamphlets  relating  to,  or  printed  in  the 
State,  we  would  invite  correspondence  with  a  view  to  purchase, 
should  they  not  feel  “eager  to  aid  and  contribute  to  this  purpose 
everything  within  their  power.” 

REGISTRATION. 

There  have  been  added  to  the  record  of  registration  during  the 
four  years  9,383  new  names,  in  yearly  proportions  as  follows: 
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Names  registered  in  1874-5 . 2,000 

Names  registered  in  1875-6 . 2,795 

Names  registered  in  1876-7 . 2,378 

Names  registered  in  1877-8 . 2,209 

Previously  reported . 5,220 

Total  number  April  i,  1878 . 14,602 


This  number  is  naturally  in  excess  of  the  actual  number  of  bor¬ 
rowers,  deaths,  removals  from  the  city,  and  other  causes,  reduc¬ 
ing  the  number  about  one-fourth.  Adding  to  this  number  those 
holding  cards  and  but  seldom  making  use  of  their  privilege,  would 
leave  the  actual  and  constant  readers  in  a  proportion  of  about  one- 
half  of  the  whole  number.  Presuming,  without  any  positive  data 
upon  which  to  base  an  estimate,  this  to  be  correct,  it  would  give 
a  general  average  of  twenty-four  volumes  to  each  person,  upon 
the  basis  of  the  circulation  during  the  several  years,  which,  I 
think,  can  not  be  far  from  a  true  estimate. 

From  the  causes  mentioned  above,  many  borrowers  were  with¬ 
out  guarantors  for  their  careful  use  of  the  Library,  and  a  new 
registration  was  ordered  and  commenced  about  January  i,  1878. 
Since  that  time  over  thirty-five  hundred  persons  have  complied 
with  this  requirement  of  the  committee,  and  the  re-registration 
continues  at  the  rate  of  from  two  to  three  hundred  names  per 
month.  As  in  other  large  cities,  almost  all  the  losses  of  books 
can  be  directly  traced  to  changes  of  residence  by  removal  from 
the  city;  and  our  experience  during  the  past  three  years  shows 
that  it  would  be  for  the  safety  of  the  property  of  the  Library  if  a 
rule  were  adopted  that  hereafter  no  certificate  of  guarantee  shall 
remain  in  force  longer  than  two,  or  possibly  three  years. 

The  number  of  borrowers’  cards  annually  lost  through  careless¬ 
ness — nearly  seven  thousand  cards  having  been  reported  lost  since 
the  opening  of  the  Library  —  led  the  committee,  during  the  past 
year,  to  adopt  the  rule  that  the  new  cards,  in  such  cases,  should 
be  re-issued  only  at  the  holder’s  cost.  The  effect  of  this  measure 
has  been  to  lessen,  in  a  great  degree,  this  growing  abuse. . 

An  inquiry  frequently  made  is:  ‘‘What  class  of  people  make 
the  largest  use  of  the  Library  ?  ”  This  is  a  question  not  easily 
answered  in  a  positive  manner.  Unless  the  class  of  books  taken 
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becomes  the  measure  of  apportionment,  it  would  be  difficult  to 
divide  the  readers  into  an  intellectual  or  social  gradation. 

At  Manchester,  in  England,  after  a  careful  enumeration,  it  was 
found  “that  three-fifths  of  its  frequenters  were  of  the  class  of  arti¬ 
sans,  mill- workers,  operatives,  and  their  families,  while  the  other 
two-fifths  were  shop-keepers,  clerks,  teachers,  students,  school 
pupils,  etc.”  At  Lawrence,  Massachusetts,  where  the  occupa¬ 
tions  of  the  people  must  afford  a  close  comparison  with  Manches¬ 
ter,  the  librarian  reports  more  than  one-half  engaged  in  industrial 
pursuits.  These  cities,  it  is  true,  are  manufacturing  centres,  and 
the  result  naturally  gravitates  toward  their  dominant  pursuit;  they 
cannot,  therefore,  furnish  a  true  estimate  for  cities  more  general 
in  their  branches  of  industry,  yet  the  closeness  of  the  result  in 
their  cases  leads  to  the  conclusion  that  among  corresponding 
classes  in  other  communities,  nearly  the  same  proportions  would 
be  found.  The  Public  Library  of  Boston  furnishes  the  only  stat¬ 
istics  among  our  large  cities  to  which  I  have  access.  Their  regis¬ 
tration  in  1869  amounted  to  11,267  names;  after  deducting  the 
large  class,  mostly  composed  of  women  and  children,  of  whom  no 
occupation  is  given,  the  proportion  of  those  composing  the  mer¬ 
cantile,  professional,  official  and  miscellaneous  classes — including 
dealers,  shop-keepers,  etc. — which  in  Manchester,  as  given  above, 
was  but  two-fifths,  here  reaches  a  proportion  of  nearly  three- fourths, 
the  mercantile  calling  being  in  a  proportion  of  three-tenths  of  the 
whole,  while  the  trades,  manufactures  and  laboring  classes  furnish 
but  one-fourth  of  the  number  of  names,  or  less  than  the  mercan¬ 
tile  class  alone.  I  am  inclined  to  the  opinion  that  with  us  the  pro¬ 
portion  of  the  laboring  classes  is  even  less  than  one-fourth,  and  the 
proportions  of  the  other  classes  much  the  same,  with  the  exception 
of  the  class  “miscellaneous,”  which  includes  school  children,  and 
which,  owing  to  there  being  no  limit  or  qualification  here,  other 
than  the  ability  to  write  the  name,  is  greater  than  at  Boston,  where 
the  age-limit  is  placed  at  fourteen  years.  The  proportions  of  read¬ 
ers  in  regard  to  sex  is  very  nearly  the  same  in  both  cities.  Of  the 
11,267  names  registered  at  the  Public  Library  of  Boston  in  1869, 
6,017  were  males  and  5,250  females,  or  .53  and  .47  per  cent., 
respectively.  Of  the  14,602  names  registered  here,  8,016  were 
males  and  6,586  females,  or  .55  and  .45  per  cent.,  respectively. 
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At  Chicago  the  registration  is  in  a  proportion  of  .64  per  cent, 
males  and  .36  per  cent,  females. 

I 

CIRCULATION. 

The  number  of  volumes  loaned  during  the  several  years  since 
the  organization  of  the  Library,  is  as  follows  : 


Home  use. 

Hall  use. 

Total. 

In  187^-4 . 

101,281 

101,838 

119,959 

140,173 

154,659 

101,281 

101,838 

In  1874-1; . 

In  i87i;-6 . 

119,959 

174,262 

192,076 

In  1876-7 . 

34,089 

37,417 

In  1877-8 .  . 

Totals . 

617,010 

71,506 

689,416 

• 

A  record  of  the  volumes  used  in  the  Reading-room  was  imprac¬ 
ticable  during  the  first  three  years;  but  to  judge  from  the  use  of 
the  past  two  years,  it  would  increase  the  total  issues  to  over  three- 
quarters  of  a  million  volumes. 

The  reports  of  no  public  library  in  this  country  show  a  greater 
use,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  volumes,  than  the  above 
figures  prove.  Nor,  with  the  exceptions  of  the  public  libraries  of 
Boston,  Chicago,  and  Cincinnati,  is  our  annual  circulation  sur¬ 
passed  by  any  library  in  the  United  States.  This  is  not  a  matter 
for  boasting,  only  in  so  far  as  it  proves  this  to  be  a  reading  com¬ 
munity  ;  in  so  far  as  it  holds  out  the  hope  that  this  love  for  reading 
may  be  fostered  and  encouraged  to  grow  stronger  and  better  from 
year  to  year.  The  first  annual  report  showed  the  average  issue  of 
every  volume  in  the* Library  to  have  been  seven  times;  and  this 
proportion,  notwithstanding  the  Library  has  nearly  doubled  in  the 
number  of  its  volumes,  is  the  same  for  the  year  just  closed,  show¬ 
ing  that  the  use  of  the  Library  keeps  equal  pace  with  its  growth. 
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The  following  table  of  extremes  and  averages  will  be  of  in¬ 
terest  : 


Year. 

Largest  number 
loaned  in  one 
month. 

Smallest  number 

loaned  in  one 

month. 

Average  weekly 

circulation. 

1 

Largest  weekly 

issue. 

Smallest  weekly 

issue. 

Average  daily  cir¬ 

culation. 

Largest  number 

in  one  day. 

1 

Smallest  number 

in  one  day. 

1873-4  . 

10,402 

6,737 

1,948 

2,554 

1,303 

324 

771 

137 

1874-5  . 

10,641 

6,448 

1,958 

2,559 

1,384 

342 

791 

156 

1875-6  . 

14,815 

7,554 

2,307 

3,686 

1,687 

393 

1,011 

142 

1876-7  . 

22,516 

10,535 

3,351 

5,337 

2,297 

557 

•1,481 

248 

1877-8  . 

19,363 

13,729 

3,694 

5,426 

2,924 

621 

1,742 

227 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  THE  CIRCULATION. 

A  very  perceptible  increase  in  the  use  of  what  are  generally 
termed  the  useful  branches  of  reading  will  be  noticed  by  compar¬ 
ing  the  following  tabular  statement  of  the  classes  of  reading  issued 
the  past  year,  with  that  of  the  year  before  : 


Character  of  the  reading  shown  from  slips  of  books  returned. 


1876-7. 

1877-8. 

Classification. 

Volumes 

issued. 

Per  cent. 

Volumes 

issued. 

Per  cent. 

I. 

Prose  Fiction . 

80,735 

57-5 

85,667 

55-4 

II. 

Juvenile  Literature . 

25,709 

18.3 

24,885 

16. 1 

III. 

History  and  Biography . 

10,159 

7-3 

12,317 

8.0 

IV. 

Sciences  and  Arts . 

6,814 

4.8 

8,673 

5-6 

V. 

Voyages  and  Travels . 

4,546 

3*3 

5,284 

3-4 

VI. 

Poetry  and  Drama . 

3,299 

2.4 

4,560 

2.9 

VII. 

Theology,  Social  Science, 
Philosophy,  Education . 

2,953 

2. 1 

4,349 

2.8 

VIII. 

Miscellaneous  (Essays,  etc.)... 

3,951 

2.8 

4,882 

3-2 

IX. 

German  and  French  . 

2,007 

1-5 

4,042 

2  6 

Totals . 

140,173 

100.0 

154,659 

100.0 
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The  per  cent,  of  works  of  fiction  and  juvenile  literature  used 
during  the  first  library  year  was  over  eighty  per  cent.;  during  the 
past  year  the  per  cent,  of  both  was  less  than  seventy-two — a 
decrease  of  eight  per  cent.,  or  over  twelve  thousand  volumes  on 
the  basis  of  the  circulation  of  the  past  year.  During  the  same 
time  the  use  of  historical  and  biographical  works,  of  works  on  the 
arts  and  sciences,  and  of  works  of  travel,  has  increased  to  double 
the  per  cent,  of  use  in  1873.  These  are  positive  and  sure  indica¬ 
tions  that  as  the  Library  grows,  as  facilities  for  consultation  and 
for  finding  proper  aids  to  study  increase,  the  Library  will  become 
more  and  more  the  resort  of  the  student. 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind,  also,  that  the  time  required  to  read 
a  work  of  history,  science,  biography  or  art,  is  much  greater  than 
that  required  to  read  a  novel.  The  latter  is  written  to  amuse — 
it  loses  its  claim  to  our  interest  when  it  becomes  dull  and  heavy 
reading.  The  average  time  of  detention,  in  all  other  classes,  is 
from  three  to  four  times  greater  than  it  is  with  works  of  fiction. 
The  following  table,  giving  the  classification  of  the  circulation, 
the  total  issues  for  home  use  during  the  year,  the  number  of  sep¬ 
arate  works  issued,  and  the  average  issue  of  each  work,  will  illus¬ 
trate  more  clearly  this  difference  : 


Classification. 

Circulation. 

Separate  works 
issued. 

Average  issue 
of  each  work. 

I. 

Fiction . 

85,667 

3,100 

28 

II. 

Juvenile  Literature . . 

24,885 

940 

26 

III. 

History  and  Biography . 

12,317 

1,454 

9 

IV. 

Sciences  and  Arts . 

8,673 

1,333 

6 

V. 

Voyages  and  Travels . 

5.284 

536 

10 

VI. 

Poetry  and  Drama . 

4,560 

428 

1 1 

vn. 

Theology,  Social  Science,  Philosophy, 

Education  . 

4,349 

822 

5 

VIII. 

Miscellaneous . 

4,882 

694 

7 

IX. 

German  and  French . 

4,042 

334 

12 

Total . 

154,659 

9,641 

13 
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It  will  be  noticed  that  while  the  figures  for  the  class  ‘‘fiction’^ 
show  the  circulation  of  3,100  works  to  have  been  85,667,  or  an 
average  of  twenty-eight,  the  more  than  5,600  works  of  the  other 
classes  (excluding  juvenile  literature),  circulated  44,107  times,  or 
only  an  average  of  eight  issues  for  each  separate  work.  As  might 
be  expected,  the  heavier  the  character  of  the  reading  the  longer 
the  work  is  retained  and  the  smaller  its  proportionate  use.  Thus 
the  class  containing  Theology  and  Philosophy  has  a  smaller  circu¬ 
lation  than  the  class  Poetry  and  Drama,  although  the  number  of 
separate  works  used  was  nearly  twice  as  great.  From  Theology 
the  average  gradates  upwards  in  the  following  order  :  Through 
the  classes  of  the  Sciences  and  Arts;  Miscellaneous  (comprising 
essays  and  other  polygraphical  works) ;  History  and  Biography  ; 
Voyages  and  Travels;  Poetry  and  Drama;  German  and  French 
(which  also  includes  the  works  of  fiction  in  those  languages);  to 
Juvenile  Literature,  and  Fiction. 

It  is  sometimes  the  case  that  the  utility  of  public  libraries  is 
impugned,  and  the  fact  of  the  large  proportion  of  fictitious  read¬ 
ing  circulated  adduced  as  the  main  argument  against  them.  That 
the  other  classes  of  literature  have  had  greater  use  made  of  them 
than  would  have  been  the  case  were  it  not  for  these  libraries  and 
the  system  upon  which  they  are  conducted,  seems  to  be  almost 
entirely  ignored.  In  estimating  the  usefulness  of  the  Library  from 
the  tables  given  above,  it  would  be  as  well  for  us  not  to  base  our 
estimate  entirely  upon  the  number  of  works  of  fiction  issued ;  let 
us  rather  get  the  fact  before  us  that  over  eight  thousand  volumes 
in  the  departments  of  the  Sciences  and  Arts,  over  five  thousand 
volumes  of  Travel,  and  over  twelve  thousand  volumes  of  Histori¬ 
cal  and  Biographical  works,  have  been  taken  into  homes  and  read, 
when,  in  many  cases,  were  it  not  for  the  Library,  not  even  their 
•titles  would  have  been  known. 

As  regards  our  percentage  of  fiction,  the  above  tables  shows  the 
tastes  of  readers  here  to  be  no  worse,  no  better,  than  is  found  in 
other  large  cities  in  this  country  and  elsewhere.  Seemingly  gov¬ 
erned,  as  it  were,  by  a  fixed  law,  the  same  result  is  found  in  cities 
where  the  strongest  educational  influences  have  been  at  work  for 
a  century,  as  well  as  in  cities  whose  history  dates  back  only  half 
that  length  of  years.  The  result  more  of  that  mixture  of  tastes 
and  education  existing  in  every  community,  as  well  as  to  the 
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change  continually  occurring  among  the  people  themselves — for 
it  is  a  fact  to  be  remembered  as  regards  literature,  that  one-half 
of  the  human  race  is  always  under  the  age  of  twenty-one — the 
remedy,  if  remedy  exist,  lies  in  a  great  degree  with  the  parents, 
teachers,  or  those  who  have  the  power  of  directing  and  moulding 
the  minds  of  the  children  under  their  charge.  To  the  Library 
belongs  the  duty  of  providing  healthful  reading — with  due  regard 
to  the  variety  of  tastes  existing  among  its  readers — carefully  ex¬ 
cluding  everything  of  an  immoral  or  vicious  tendency.  And,  this 
accomplished,  it  is  without  its  province  to  say  what  part  of  that 
remaining  shall  be  read  by  those  who  use  its  privileges.  Here 
the  authority  of  the  parent  should  be  exercised — leniently,  for 
there  is  danger  of  a  too  studied  monotony  if  the  reading  is  always 
selected  by  others  which  may  lead  to  a  distaste  for  reading  of  any 
kind.  And,  in  an  entire  prohibition  from  the  reading  of  fiction 
will  often  commence  a  trial  of  skill,  of  quick  conveyance  on  the 
part  of  the  child,  and  of  suspicious  vigilance  on  the  part  of  the 
parent,  out  of  which  will  grow  mischiefs  greater  than  the  one 
attempted  to  prevent.  It  would  be  better  to  trust  the  child  to  a 
certain  degree  with  himself.  To  suffer  him,  at  times,  to  select  his 
own  reading.  There  appears  to  be  a  principle  by  which  the  human 
mind  seems  to  know  its  own  time;  and  there  is  often  more  sound 
health  and  vigor  in  a  mind  acting  from  itself  than  when  the  action 
is  prompted  by  a  will  foreign  to  its  own. 

Still,  much  the  larger  portion  of  the  works  of  fiction  issued 
remain  to  be  accounted  for  among  adults.  I  have  found  that 
among  the  readers  here  the  following  proportions  will  be  found  in 
every  thousand  volumes  of  fictitious  and  juvenile  literature  issued: 


Males .  i6i  volumes. 

Females . 536  volumes. 

Juvenile  . . 303  volumes. 

Total . 1,000  volumes. 


When  we  remember,  as  was  shown  earlier  in  this  report,  that 
the  registration  of  males  is  greater  by  ten  per  cent,  than  that  of 
female,  the  larger  appears  the  disproportionate  use  of  fiction  by 
females  over  male  readers.  The  keen  insight  into  human  nature 
evinced  by  Thackeray,  in  the  following  quotation  from  his 
“Roundabout  papers,”  is  the  result,  not  of  statistics,  but  of 
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observation,  and  is  as  true  of  the  men  and  women  of  this  country 
as  it  is  of  those  of  England.  He  says  : 

“Novels  are  sweets.  All  people  with  healthy  literary  appetites 
love  them  ;  almost  all  women ;  a  vast  number  of  clever,  hard- 
headed  men.  Judges,  bishops,  chancellors,  mathematicians,  are 
notorious  novel  readers,  as  well  as  young  boys  and  girls,  and 
their  kind,  tender  mothers.” 

READING-ROOM. 

Great  as  has  been  the  gain  in  the  use  of  the  library  proper,  it 
has  been  surpassed,  proportionately,  by  the  increased  use  of  the 
reading-room.  Under  the  old  arrangement  of  rooms  in  the  high 
school  building,  a  record  of  the  use  of  the  reading-room  was  im¬ 
practicable;  and,  for  want  of  proper  supervision,  many  of  the 
papers  were  mutilated,  and  the  magazines  stolen  with  impunity. 
In  the  present  arrangement,  this  lack  of  system  has  been  reme¬ 
died,  by  placing  this  room  under  the  supervision  of  an  attendant, 
to  whom  is  confided  the  care  of  the  periodicals  and  works  of  ref¬ 
erence;  and,  also,  the  preservation  of  order  in  the  room. 

The  following  statement  tabulates  the  use  of  this  room  during 
the  past  two  years : 


Statistics  of  the  use  of  the  reading-room. 


Month. 

1876-7. 

1877-8. 

Visitors. 

Periodi¬ 

cals 

used. 

Books 

used. 

Visitors. 

Periodi¬ 

cals 

used. 

Books 

used. 

April . 

3,329 

2,215 

1,415 

4,244 

2,962 

3,052 

May . 

3,263 

1,764 

2,033 

4,649 

2,759 

3,550 

June . 

3,430 

1,806 

1,921 

3,862 

2,805 

2,609 

July . 

3,225 

1,985 

2,018 

3,614 

2,848 

2,207 

August . 

3,099 

1,859 

1,985 

4,176 

3,121 

2,672 

September . 

2,875 

i,752 

1,482 

3,629 

2,993 

2,297 

October . 

3,174 

1,975 

1,840 

4,004 

2,978 

2,643 

November . 

3,428 

2,115 

2,475 

4,145 

3,108 

2,731 

December . 

4,115 

2,292 

3,423 

5,016 

3,926 

3,452 

January . 

4,665 

2,375 

4,054 

6,101 

4,553 

4,764 

February . 

5,413 

2,673 

5,193 

5,646 

4,487 

3,879 

March . 

6,604 

3,336 

6,210 

5,849 

5,532 

3,561 

Totals . 

46,620 

26,147 

34,089 

54,935 

42,072 

37,417 
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A  classification  of  books  circulated  in  the  reading-room  would 
show  about  fifty  per  cent,  to  be  polygraphical  works  (mostly 
bound  volumes  of  periodicals),  and  the  remainder  unequally 
divided  among  the  other  classes — other  than  fiction  and  juvenile 
literature,  which  can  only  be  used  by  being  drawn  from  the 
Library  on  the  card  of  the  applicant.  During  the  past  year  the 
use  of  works  of  reference  in  the  reading-room  was  greater  by 
over  three  thousand  volumes  than  the  use  of  the  previous  year; 
and  the  number  of  visitors,  which  means  users,  greater  by  over 
eight  thousand  persons.  The  number  of  Sunday  visitors  during 
the  year  1875-6  was  5,026,  or  a  daily  average  of  97.  The  num¬ 
ber  of  Sunday  visitors  during  the  year  1876-7  was  6,126,  or  a 
daily  average  of  118.  And  the  number  of  Sunday  visitors  during 
the  year  1877-8  was  7,181,  (an  increase  of  over  a  thousand  over 
that  for  the  previous  year),  and  the  daily  average  138.  The  total 
use  of  periodicals  during  the  year  1876-7  was  26,147 ;  during  the 
year  1877-8  the  number  used  was  42,072.  An  increase  of  nearly 
sixteen  thousand. 

As  an  item  of  interest  to  us,  as  well  as  one  which  may  act  as  a 
guide  for  newly  forming  libraries  in  the  selection  of  periodical 
literature,  the  following  table,  giving  the  name  and  use  of  each 
periodical,  has  been  prepared  from  the  circulation  during  the  year 
just  closed  (1877-8).  If,  for  the  classes  of  fiction  and  juvenile 
literature,  we  substitute  the  illustrated  weekly  newspaper — to 
which,  in  elements  of  popularity,  they  certainly  bear  a  resem¬ 
blance — it  will  be  noticed  that  in  the  selection  of  periodical  liter¬ 
ature  nearly  the  same  tastes  rule  as  have  already  been  commented 
on  in  the  choice  of  books : 
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Harper’s  Weekly . 

Leslie’s  Illustrated  Paper . 5»268 

Illustrated  London  News . 2,856 

Harper’s  Monthly . 2,826 

Graphic . 2,621 

St.  Nicholas . 2,083 

Scribner’s  Monthly... .  L979 

Scientific  American .  1,402 

Harper’s  Bazar .  i,i68 

Peterson’s  Magazine .  846 

Godey’s  Lady’s  Book .  685 

Atlantic  Monthly .  640 

Punch .  581 

Leslie’s  Lady’s  Journal .  491 

Ueber  Land  und  Meer .  422 

Popular  Science  Monthly .  385 

Every  Boy’s  Magazine .  383 

Wide  Kwake .  372 

Appleton’s  Journal .  355 

Nursery .  346 

Lippincott’s  Magazine .  343 

Galaxy .  340 

Illustration,  L’ .  322 

Nation .  319 

Chatterbox .  297 

American  Architect .  293 

Engineering .  273 

Gartenlaube  . .  273 

Forest  and  Stream .  264 

Phrenological  Journal  .  260 

Illustrirte  Zeitung .  258 

North  American  Review .  219 

Art  Journal .  199 

Revue  des  Deux  Mondes .  188 

Field  . 182 

Builder . 169 

Illustrazione  Italiana .  158 

Monde  Illustre,  Le .  150 

Scientific  Amer.  Supplement...  139 

Manufacturer  and  Builder .  136 

Littel’s  Living  Age .  128 

Christian  Union .  127 

Aldine .  125 

Youth’s  Companion .  123 

Dexter  Smith’s  Paper .  no 

Chamber’s  Journal .  98 

Englishwoman’s  Domestic .  98 

Eclectic  Magazine . 86 

Public  Opinion .  79 

Patent  Office  Gazette .  70 

London  Society .  68 

Contemporary  Review .  67 

American  Naturalist .  67 

International  Review .  66 

Nineteenth  Century .  62 

Blackwood’s  Magazine .  62 

Edinburgh  Review .  61 


Indiana  School  Journal .  61 

Literary  World .  53 

Catholic  World .  53 

Dwight’s  Journal  of  Music .  52 

Belgravia .  51 

Cornhill  Magazine . 49 

Saturday  Review . 49 

Potter’s  Monthly .  49 

Portfolio .  47 

Fortnightly  Review .  45 

Boston’s  Journal  of  Chemistry  45 

Spectator .  43 

Musical  World .  42 

Westminster  Review .  41 

Good  Words .  41 

American  Law  Review .  39 

University  Magazine .  39 

Van  Nostrand’s  Engineering...  39 

Macmillan’s  Magazine .  37 

Illustreret  Tidende .  37 

Nature .  36 

Cultivator .  36 

Temple  Bar .  33 

Franklin  Institute  Journal .  32 

N.  E.  Journal  of  Education...  29 

Gardener’s  Monthly .  28 

British  Quarterly  Review .  27 

Lancet .  26 

Jour,  of  Speculative  Philos..  .  25 

Fraser’s  Magazine .  25 

Science  Gossip .  24 

Gentleman’s  Magazine .  23 

Benham’s  Review .  23 

Sunday  Magazine .  22 

American  Journal  of  Science...  21 

London  Quarterly  Review .  20 

St.  James’s .  20 

Dublin  Review .  19 

Am.  Jour,  of  Medical  Science  18 
Monthly  Microscopic.  Journal.  18 

Athenaeum .  16 

Unitarian  Review .  15 

Banker’s  Magazine .  15 

Presbyterian  Quarterly .  14 

Penn  Monthly .  13 

Tinsley’s  Magazine .  13 

Academy . 9 

American  Church  Review .  9 

Medical  News .  9 

National  Quarterly  Review .  9 

New  Englander .  8 

Baptist  Quarterly  Review .  7 

Bibliotheca  Sacra .  7 

Examiner .  7 

Magasin  d’Education .  7 

Methodist  Quarterly .  7 
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When  the  change  in  the  location  of  the  Library  was  effected  two 
years  ago,  a  room  was  set  apart  as  a  newspaper  reading-room,  and 
used  as  such  up  to  the  close  of  the  past  library  year.  Nearly  fifty 
newspapers  from  different  parts  of  this  country  and  Europe  were 
daily  received.  The  experience  of  the  Library  during  that  time 
was  such  as  to  lead  the  committee  to  the  conclusion  that  the  large 
sum  of  money  annually  spent  for  the  maintenance  of  the  room 
could  be  more  judiciously  expended,  and  better  results  obtained, 
by  additions  to  the  Library  proper.  Our  experience  raises  the 
question  of  the  feasibility  of  establishing  newspaper  reading-rooms 
in  connection  with  public  libraries  of  limited  incomes.  I  know  of 
but  one  public  library  which  maintains,  in  connection  with  other 
departments,  a  newspaper  reading-room.  Nearly  all  confine 
themselves  to  their  local  papers,  with  occasional  exceptions  in 
favor  of  British  or  Continental  Europe.  With  mercantile  and 
other  proprietary  libraries  the  rule  is  to  the  contrary.  Most  of 
them  have  large  and  well  supplied  newspaper  reading-rooms. 
Their  success  is  due  to  the  fact  that  they  have  always  a  protection 
from  theft  and  abuse  by  reason  of  the  personal  interest  which 
every  user  feels  in  the  property  of  the  association,  while  their 
restricted  membership  prevents  the  room  from  becoming  the  daily 
resort  of  the  idle  and  vicious  to  the  exclusion  of  those  who  con¬ 
tribute  to  its  support. 

.  CATALOGUES. 

The  accessions  to  the  Library  since  the  issue  of  the  printed 
volume  have  been  added  to  the  general  card  catalogue,  and  a 
more  minute  analysis  of'  the  contents  of  works  and  series  made 
than  was  deemed  best  to  attempt  during  the  pressure  of  work 
incidental  to  the  opening  of  the  Library  and  the  issue  of  the 
printed  volume.  The  card  catalogue  now  contains  not  less  than 
seventy-five  thousand  references,  and  forms  a  useful  index  to  the 
contents  of  the  Library.  As  the  work  is  always  complete  up  to 
the  date  of  the  last  accessions,  it  is  ready  for  the  printer’s  hands 
whenever,  in  your  judgment,  it  becomes  necessary  to  issue  a  sup¬ 
plementary  volume  or  a  complete  catalogue  of  the  whole  collec¬ 
tion.  Of  an  edition  of  750  copies  of  the  general  catalogue 
published  in  1873,  225  copies  yet  remain  unsold.  The  additions 
to  the  Library  since  the  publication  of  the  printed  volume  have 
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been  made  accessible  to  the  public  by  the  following  means  :  The 
additions  to  April,  1874,  were  published  as  an  appendix  to  the 
annual  report  for  that  year,  and  were  afterwards  included  in  the 
“Bulletin  of  new  books  added,” — a  pamphlet  of  seventy-one 
pages,  published  in  January,  1876 — of  which  250  copies  were 
printed,  and  the  entire  edition  either  sold  or  used  as  exchanges 
with  other  libraries.  A  second  Bulletin,  of  ninety-one  pages, 
containing  the  additions  for  the  years  1876  and  1877 — of  which 
an  edition  of  500  copies  was  printed — was  published  in  January, 
1878.  Temporary  aids  for  the  use  of  readers  in  selecting  new 
books  have  been  furnished  by  means  of  written  lists  posted  in  the 
lobby  of  the  Library  room.  Twenty-five  copies  of  the  general 
catalogue  have  been  added  to  the  circulating  department  for  the 
home  use  of  such  as  can  not  afford  to  purchase  the  volume,  and 
seventy-five  copies  of  the  different  catalogues  are  in  constant  daily 
use  among  borrowers  in  the  Library  and  reading-rooms. 

BINDING,  COVERING,  FINES,  ETC. 

Nothing  more  plainly  shows  the  use  of  the  Library  than  the 
wear  and  tear  of  the  books.  During  the  past  five  years  846  vol¬ 
umes  have  been  condemned.  Most  of  them — 613  volumes — 
have  been  replaced  by  new  copies,  and  their  purchase  has  formed 
part  of  the  expenditure  for  books  of  each  year.  Fortunately, 
nearly  all  are  from  the  popular  and  cheaper  class  of  books ;  but 
this  annually  recurring  drain  upon  the  resources  of  the  Library 
could,  and  should  be,  lessened  by  a  proper  care  on  the  part  of  the 
users.  The  persons  who  wilfully  abuse,  or  are  careless  in  the 
use  of  books  taken  from  the  Library,  should  remember  that,  while 
lessening  the  comfort  of  readers  whose  misfortune  it  is  to  use  the 
books  after  them,  they  also  prevent  the  purchase  of  many  new 
publications  which  they  themselves  may  desire  to  read. 

During  the  five  years  7*,  341  volumes  have  been  bound  and 
repaired  at  a  cost  to  the  Library  of  $4,394.83— an  average  of 
sixty  cents  per  volume.  In  addition,  about  2,400  volumes  an¬ 
nually  have  had  such  slight  repairs  made  upon  them  as  can  be 
performed  by  the  assistants  in  the  Library. 

There  has  been  paid  into  the  treasury,  from  fines  and  the  sale 
of  catalogues,  during  the  same  time,  not  less  than  $3,000 — a  sum 
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which  makes  good  all  losses  of  books,  and  in  addition  would  cover 
one-half  the  entire  cost  of  the  binding  and  repair  of  books. 

The  experiment  of  covering,  with  paper,  the  books  in  greatest 
demand,  was  commenced  in  June,  1876.  Since  that  time  16,030 
volumes — an  average  of  729  volumes  monthly — have  been  cov¬ 
ered,  this  work  being  a  part  of  the  routine  service  of  the  assist¬ 
ants.  The  slight  cost  of  each  cover  is  more  than  counter-bal¬ 
anced  by  the  greater  comfort  in  handling  the  books,  and  the 
saving  in  time  over  the  old  method  of  affixing  tags  to  each  vol¬ 
ume,  while  the  cover  often  acts  as  a  detecter  in  cases  of  careless 
usage. 

EXAMINATION  OF  THE  LIBRARY. 

Without  calling  in  the  books  or  interrupting  the  circulation, 
an  examination  of  the  Library  was  made  during  the  month  of 
April,  1878.  The  first  count  of  missing  books — which  included 
all  that  were  at  that  time  in  circulation — amounted  to  3,676  vol¬ 
umes.  This  number  has  since  been  reduced  to  103  volumes, 
(not,  of  course,  including  the  number  in  circulation,)  of  which 
46  volumes  were  missing  at  the  examination  made  after  the 
fire  of  July,  1874.  In  the  confusion  of  transferring  the  books  to 
places  of  safety,  a  number  of  them  were  at  that  time  lost.  The 
total  loss  of  books  in  the  past  four  years  was  57  volumes.  How 
this  compares  with  the  losses  of  other  libraries  will  be  more 
clearly  shown  by  the  following  statistics  : 

The  Public  Library  of  Lawrence,  Massachusetts,  with  a  circu¬ 
lation  of  152,357  volumes,  reports  a  loss  of  one  book  in  every 
2,930  circulated.  The  loss  at  the  Apprentices’  Library  of  New 
York,  who'se  circulation  is  172,945  volumes,  is  one  book  in  every 
3,327  circulated.  At  the  Public  Library  of  Chicago,  the  circula¬ 
tion  is  429,506  volumes,  and  the  loss  one  book  in  every  2,300  cir¬ 
culated.  The  Public  Library  of  Boston  reports,  for  the  central 
library  and  branches,  a  circulation  of  1,183,991  volumes,  and  a 
loss  of  one  book  in  every  11,723  circulated.  During  the  past 
year  our  circulation  here  was  192,076  volumes,  and  our  loss  one 
book  in  every  13,717  circulated. 

ADMINISTRATION. 

Much  of  the  success  of  the  Library  is  due  to  the  intelligent  and 
faithful  service  which,  at  all  times,  has  been  rendered  with  cheer- 
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ful  alacrity  by  the  assistants :  Misses  Currie,  Allen,  Wick,  McEl- 
hennen,  Lloyd  and  Routh.  Occupying,  as  they  do,  positions  of 
trying  responsibility,  requiring,  on  their  part,  a  patient,  unfailing 
courtesy  toward  everyone,  they  have  acquitted  themselves  of  their 
oft-times  irksome  duties  with  credit  to  themselves  and  with  benefit 
to  the  Library.  They,  each  and  all,  have  merited,  and  deserve 
at  your  hands,  a  recognition  of  their  faithful  services  by  an  increase 
in  the  small  salaries  now  paid  to  them. 

Miss  Mary  Bradshaw,  who  had  from  the  beginning  occupied 
the  position  of  first  assistant,  and  whose  duties  had  always  been 
performed  with  conscientious  care,  to  the  regret  of  her  associates 
in  the  Library,  tendered  her  resignation  on  the  ist  of  April,  1877, 
and  was  succeeded  by  Miss  Cynthia  A.  Routh.  The  resignation 
of  Miss  Ella  A.  Wilmot  was  received,  with  regret,  in  December, 
1875  ;  vacancy  remained  unfilled  until  the  removal  of  the 

Library,  which  occurred  in  January,  1876,  at  which  time  the  num¬ 
ber  of  day  assistants  was  increased  from  three  to  eight  persons. 

The  force  of  night  attendants  has,  with  few  changes  in  its  per¬ 
sonnel^  remained  the  same.  This  work  has  always  been  performed 
by  young  men  of  studious  habits — generally  students  of  the  high 
school  or  Butler  university — who  have  brought  to  their  work  an 
ambition  to  please  and  to  learn,  which  has  never  failed  to  render 
their  services  satisfactory.  In  the  case  of  at  least  one  of  them, 
his  connection  with  this  Library  obtained  for  him  a  position  of 
trust  and  responsibility,  as  the  librarian  of  a  public  library  in  one 
of  the  smaller  cities  of  the  State. 

I  can  not  close  this  report  without  a  reference  to  the  loss  sus¬ 
tained  by  the  Library  in  the  death  of  the  Hon.  John  D.  Howland. 
His  was  no  common  loss,  as  was  well  shown  in  the  almost  univer¬ 
sal  sorrow  the  sad  event  occasioned.  And  to  those  of  us  who  had 
so  often  occasion  for  meeting  him,  and  learning  the  nobleness  of 
his  mind,  the  public  loss  becomes  also  a  personal  bereavement. 
His  calm,  dispassionate  judgment,  emanating  from  a  mind  judi¬ 
cial  in  its  sense  of  right  and  wrong ;  his  catholic  taste  in  literature, 
the  result  of  a  scholarship  which,  to  his  honor  be  it  said,  was  due 
to  his  own  unaided  studies,  made  him  pre-eminently  fitted  for  the 
position  he  occupied  as  a  member  of  the  Library  Advisory  Com¬ 
mittee.  As  the  President  of  the  Indianapolis  Library  Associa¬ 
tion — the  corner-stone  of  the  Public  Library-— he  gave  to  it  an 
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aim  and  a  purpose,  which,  let  us  hope,  the  Public  Library  will 
never  lose.  Is  it  not  meet,  I  would  ask,  is  it  not  fitting,  that  the 
Library  Committee — of  which  he  was  an  honored  member  from 
the  beginning — should  take  such  action  as  will  enshrine  his  name 
in  commemorative  bust  or  portrait,  not  alone  as  an  acknowledg¬ 
ment  of  his  great  services  in  behalf  of  the  Library,  but  also  as  a 
living,  speaking  example  to  the  youth  of  our  city  of  the  power  and 
the  beauty  of  a  true  intellectual  life. 

CHARLES  EVANS,  Librarian. 


April,  1878. 
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*For  the  year.  fThe  record  of  fines  for  the  first  nine  months  was  stolen  from  the  library  desk. 
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APPENDIX  V. 


DONATIONS. 


[This  list  includes  only  donations  between  April  i,  1874,  and  April  i,  1878.  Donations 
prior  to  April  i,  1874,  are  to  be  found  in  Appendix  to  first  annual  report  ] 


Donors. 

Vols. 

Pams. 

Mags. 

Adkinson,  M.  F.  B.,  Indianapolis . 

2 

Alexander,  D.  S.,  Indianapolis . 

6 

American  Unitarian  Association,  Boston . 

38 

Amherst  College  Library.  Amherst . 

I 

Andover  Theolotrical  Seminary.  Andover . 

4 

Anonymous . 

4 

13 

Apprentices’  Library,  New  York . 

I 

40 

Astor  Library,  New  York . 

s 

Barnard.  M.  R..  India^iapolis . 

4 

Battaile,  Mary,  Indianapolis . 

I 

Bell,  William  A.,  Indianapolis . 

2 

Benet,  Brifriren  S.  V.,  Washington . . . 

I 

Benham,  Henry  L,,  Indianapolis . 

2 

Bifjelow  Free  Public  Library,  Clinton . 

I 

I 

Black,  James  S.,  Indianapolis . 1.. 

2 

Blake,  P  rank,  Jr.,  Boston . 

I 

Board  of  Education,  Cincinnati. . 

I 

Boston  Athenosum,  Boston . 

Bowen,  Stewart  &  Co.,  Indianapolis . i  map 

10 

I 

Bradlee,  Rev.  Caleb  1) . ; . 

2 

Bradshaw,  Mary,  India^iapolis . 

I 

Brockhaus,  F.  A.,  Leipsic . 

I 

Brown.  George  P..  Indianapolis . 

5 

Brown,  Ralph  A.,  Indianapolis . 

I 

Brown  University,  Providence . 

I 

Bureau  of  Education,  Washington  . 

6 

1 1 

Burnett,  Jerome  C.,  Indianapolis . 

18 

Burke,  Thomas,  Ne'‘V  Yoi'k . 

I 

Burtin,  Louis,  Indianapolis . 

a 

Butler  University,  Irvmgton . 

0 

2 

Cadwallader,  Basset  P.,  Evansville . 

T. 

2 

Caldwell,  Frank,  Indianapolis . 

I 

Cambridge,  Mass.,  City  of . . 

I 

Carey,  Dr.  Harvey  G.,  Indianapolis . 

6 

Carlisle,  Henry  D.,  Indianapolis . 

4 

• 

Caven,  Hon.  John,  Indianapolis . 

264 

Chicago  Literary  Club,  Chicago . 

2. 

Childs,  Georne  W.,  Philadelphia . . 

2 

City  Library,  Lowell. . . 

6 
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Donors. 


\'ol>.  Pams  .Mairs. 

o 


Clarke,  Robert  &  Co.,  Cmcinnati. . . 

Clarke,  William  H.,  Indianapolis . 

Cobden  Club,  Londojt . 

Coburn,  Hon.  John,  hidianapolis . 

Cole,  James  E.,  Nno  York . 

College  of  New  Jersey,  Princeton . . . 

Covert,  William,  ‘Kokomo . 

Craft,  Harry,  Indianapolis . 

Cutter,  Charles  A.,  Boston . 

Davis,  Edwin  A.,  Indianapolis . 

Davis,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  K.,  Indiaiiapolis . 

Davis,  J.  C.  Bancroft,  Neio  York . 

Delzell,  Samuel,  Indianapolis . 

Department  of  Interior,  Washington . 

Department  of  State,  Washington . 

Department  of  Treasury,  Washington . 

Department  of  War,  Washington . 

Drurelich,  G.,  Gottingen.. . 

Dexter,  Julius,  Cincinnati . 

Earlham  College,  Richmond . 

Eaton,  Hon.  John,  Washington . 

Edson,  Rev.  Hanford  A.,  Indianapolis . 

Edwards,  J.  F.,  Norte  Dai7ie . 

Elder,  John  R.,  Indianapolis . 

Elliott,  E.  B  ,  Washmgton . 

Elliott,  Dr.  Thomas  B.,  Indianapolis . 

Emmerich,  Charles  E.,  Indianapolis . 

Empire  Transportation  Company,  Neiv  York 

Evans,  Charles,  hidianapolis . 

Everts,  Dr.  Orpheus,  Indianapolis . 

Finch,  John  A.,  Indianapolis . 

Fletcher,  Albert  E,,  Indianapolis . 

Fletcher,  Dr.  William  B,,  Indianapolis . 

Fletcher  Free  Library,  Btirlington . 

Free  Libraries,  Birmingham . 

Free  Library,  Newton.. . 

Free  Public  Libraries,  Sheffield. . 

Free  Public  Library,  Liverpool. . 

French,  William  M.,  Indianapolis  . . . 

Friends’  Library,  Germantowti . 

General  I. and  Office,  Washington . 

Green,  Samuel  A.,  Boston . 

Guthrie,  W.  E.,  Philadelphia . 

Halford,  A.  J.,  Indianapolis . . 

Harlow,  George  H.,  Sprinffield . . 

Harris,  William  T.,  St.  Lotiis . . 

Hastings,  E.  L.,  Indianapolis . 

Heron,  Alexander,  hidianapolis . 

Hicks,  Louis  L.,  Indianapolis . . 

Hines,  Cyrus  C.,  Indianapolis . 

Historical  Society,  Brooklyn . . 

Historical  Society,  Madison . 

Holliday,  F.  C.,  Indianapolis . 

Holliday,  John  H.,  Indianapolis . 
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D()nors. 


Vois. 


Holloway,  William  R.,  Indianapolis . . 

Hopkins,  A.  C.,  Indianapolis...... . 

Hough,  Daniel,  Indiajiapolis  . . . . 

Howland,  John  D.,  Indianapolis . 

Hussey,  J.  R.,  Indianapolis . . 

Indiana  Medical  College,  Indianapolis . 

Jacobs,  Charles  P.,  Indianapolis  . 

Johns  Hopkins  University,  Baltimoi-e . 

Johnson,  George  W.,  Indianapolis . 

Jones,  C.  W.,  Dedham. . 

Judson,  Clarence  H.,  Indianapolis . . 

King,  Moses,  Cambridge . 

King,  Will  A.,  Indianapolis . 

Kite,  William,  Germantoivn . 

Landers,  Hon.  Franklin,  Indianapolis . 

Leavitt,  George  A.,  &  Co.,  New  York . 

Leckner,  Max,,  Indianapolis . . . 

Library  Association,  St.  Paul . 

Library  Company,  Philadelphia . 

Library  of  Congress,  Washington . 

McDonald,  Hon.  Joseph  E.,  Indianapolis . 

Macintire,  Thomas,  Indianapolis . 

Macmillan  &  Co.,  New  York . 

Mahorney,  J,  T,,  Indianapolis . 

Maine  Board  of  Agriculture,  Augusta . . 

Martindale,  James  B.,  Indianapolis . . 

Massachusetts  State  Board  of  Health,  Boston 

Mechanics’  Association,  Bangor . 

Mechanics’  Institution,  Halifax . 

Mercantile  Library,  Baltimore . 

Mercantile  Library,  Brooklyn . 

Mercantile  Library,  Cincinnati . 

Mercantile  Library,  Netv  York . 

Mercantile  Library,  Philadelphia . 

Mercantile  Library,  St.  Louis . 

Mercantile  Library,  San  Francisco . 

Merwin,  J,  B.,  St.  Louis . 

Meriman,  Ralph,  Lndianapolis . 

Mills,  Prof.  Caleb,  Craiufordsville . 

Missouri  State  University,  Columbia . 

Morrisson  Library,  Richmond  . . 

Morton,  Hon.  Oliver  P.,  Indianapolis . . 

Mount  St.  Mary’s  Seminary,  Cincinnati . 

Munn  &  Co.,  New  York . 

Newman,  John  S.,  Indianapolis . . 

Orton,  H.  S.,  Madison . . 

Peabody  Institute,  Peabody  . 

Peaslee,  J.  B.,  Cincinnati . . 

Peck,  George  W.,  Boston . 

Pennsylvania  Railroad,  Philadelphia . . 

People’s  Library,  Newport . 

Pierson,  J.  S.,  Netv  York . 

Poole,  William  F.,  Chicago . . 

Porter,  Edward  T.,  Indianapolis . 


214 
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2 

14 

I 


34 


19 
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8 
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38 
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>9 
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Donors. 

Vols. 

Pams. 

Mags. 

Providence  Athenaeum,  Providence . 

I 

Public  Free  Libraries,  Manchester . 

C 

13 

30 

Public  Library,  Poston  . 

2 

Public  Library,  Brookline . 

Public  Library,  Chicago . 

I 

7 

Public  Library,  Cincinnati . 

2 

I 

Public  Library,  Concord . . 

I 

Public  Library,  Dayton . . . 

2 

2 

Public  Library,  Detroit .  . 

I 

Public  Library,  Past  St.  houis . 

2 

Public  Library,  Kvansville . 

I 

2 

Public  Library,  Fall  River . . 

I 

4 

Public  I.ibrary,  Haverhill. . 

I 

Public  Library,  T.awrence . . 

22 

Public  T.ibrary,  T.erds  . . 

7 

Public  Library,  Miiton . 

I 

Public  Library,  Newburyport . . . . . 

2 

14 

4 

Public  Library,  Quincv . 

X 

Public  Library,  Paunton . . . 

I 

Public  Library,  Toledo . . . 

..  .  . 

I 

Public  Library,  Waltham . r . 

I 

I 

Public  Library,  Westminster . . 

I 

I 

Public  Library,  Worcester . . . 

I 

19 

Quaritah,  Brenard,  London . 

I 

Quincy,  Edmunds,  Boston . . . 

2 

I 

Ragan,  W.  H.,  Indianapolis . 

Q 

Rice,  Col.  Edmund,  Cambridge . . 

I 

Robert,  Charles  E.,  Evansville . . . 

I 

Saal,  Peter  L.,  Tndianapolis . . . . 

■z 

St.  Tohnsburv  Athenaeum,  St.  Tohnsbury . 

0 

I 

s 

Sawyer  Free  Library,  Gloucester . . 

I 

Scott,  Frank  N.,  Indianapolis . 

I 

Secretary  of  State,  Tndianapolis . 

2 

Shepard,  Fred.  T..  Indianapolis . . 

I 

Shortride,  A.  C.,  Indianapolis . 

2 

Silas  Bronson  Library,  Waterbury . 

I 

2 

Smart,  Tames  H.,  Indianapolis.. . 

I 

Smithsonian  Institute,  Washington . 

16 

Sotheran,  Henry,  London . 

I 

State  Library,  Albany . . 

I 

State  Library,  Boston . . 

8 

State  Idbrary,  Columbus . 

I 

State  Library,  Harrisburg . 

I 

2 

State  Library,  Indianapolis . 

I 

State  Library,  Lansinz. . 

4 

State  Library,  Montpelier . 

I 

State  Library,  Nashville . 

2 

Stevens,  B.  F.,  London . . 

Surgeon-General’s  Library,  Washington . 

0 

Swinney,  E.  Hazzard,  New  York . 

7 

25 

I 

Tenney,  Harriet  A.,  Lansins^ . 

I 

Terrell,  Emma  M.,  Indianapolis . 

■z 

Thompson,  Charles  0.,  Worcester . 

I 

Thruston,  Mrs.  F.  E.,  Indianapolis . 

9 
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Donors. 


Vols. 


Pams. 


Mags. 


Tilford  &  Carlon,  Indianapolis . . 

Treat,  Mrs  A.  J.,  Indianapolis . . 

Trumbull,  J.  R.,  Northampton . 

Tucker,  Albany . . . 

Turner  Free  Library,  Randolph . . 

Tuttle,  E.  C.,  Indianapolis . . 

U.  S.  Naval  Academy,  Annapolis.. . 

U.  S.  Patent  Office,  Washiny;ton . . 

University  of  Minnesota,  Minneapolis . 

University  of  Virginia . 

Upfold,  Mrs.  Sarah,  Indianapolis . 

Viera,  Manuel  J.,  Indianapolis . . 

Warder,  John  H.,  Indianapolis . 

Waterman,  Dr.  L.  D.,  Indianapolis......... 

Watkinson  Library,  Hartford . 

White,  Dr.  Charles  B.,  New  Orleans . 

Williams  College,  Williamstown . 

Wild  man,  J.  A.,  Indianapolis  . 

Wilmington  Institute,  Wilmington . 

Wilson,  Hinkle  &  Co.,  Cincinnati  . 

Winters,  James  M.,  Indianapolis . 

Women’s  Medical  College,  Philadelphia .. 

Workingmen’s  College,  London . 

Wright,  Dr.  Charles  E.,  Indianapolis . 

Wyeth,  Rev.  W.  N.,  Indianapolis . 

Yale  College,  New  Haven . 

Yohn,  Albert  B.,  Indianapolis . 

Young  Men’s  Association,  Buffalo . 

Young  Men’s  Christian  Association,  Netv 

Young  Men’s  Institute,  Hartford . 

Zimmerman,  D.  M.,  Philadelphia . . 


York. 


1 1 


98 

45 


1 

2 

I 


9‘ 


I 

I 

7 


2 

I 

10 

1 

2 
7 
4 
2 

I 

4 

I 


15 

12 


47 


199, 


1337  i  872 


986 


Totals 


